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DECLARATION and RECOMMENDATIONS

The EU-Serbia Stabilisation and Association Parliamentary Committee (SAPC) held its second meeting on 26-27 November 2014 in Strasbourg, under the co-chairmanship of  Mr Eduard KUKAN for the European Parliament Delegation and Mr Vladimir ORLIĆ for the National Assembly of Republic of Serbia Delegation. 

It exchanged views with:

· Ms Tanja MIŠČEVIĆ, Head of the Negotiating Team 
for the Accession of the Republic of Serbia to the EU, on behalf of the Government of Serbia;
· Mr Alberto CUTILLO, Deputy Director General/Principal Director for European Integration, Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation of the Republic of Italy, 
on behalf of the Presidency-in-Office of the Council of the European Union;
· Mr Jean-Eric PAQUET, Director for the Western Balkans, DG Enlargement, 
on behalf of the European Commission.
The members of the Stabilisation and Association Parliamentary Committee addressed the following subjects:

· State of play of EU-Serbia relations;
· EU's Common Foreign and Security Policy and place of Serbia;
· Serbia's role in strengthening regional cooperation;
· Comprehensive economic reforms;
· Protection and promotion of human rights and fundamental freedoms;
· Fight against corruption and organised crime and reform of the judiciary.
The Stabilisation and Association Parliamentary Committee, in accordance with Rule 7 of its Rules of Procedure and Article 125 of the EU-Serbia Stabilisation and Association Agreement, addressed the following Declaration and Recommendations to the Stabilisation and Association Council and to the institutions of Serbia and of the European Union:

1. Sent condolences and declared support to the families of victims of the floods of May 2014, which have gravely affected the population and have had a negative impact on the economy of Serbia; welcomed the proposal by the EC to allocate Serbia 60.2 million euro from the EU Solidarity Fund to help covering damages caused by floods; called on the EU Members States and the EU institutions to show further and continuous solidarity with Serbia in rebuilding infrastructure destroyed by the floods, while ensuring transparency in the way EU funds are being used; 
2. Stressed the important role of Parliament and civil society in the accession negotiations process and welcomed the adoption of the Resolution on the Role of the National Assembly and Principles in the Negotiations on the Accession of the Republic of Serbia to the European Union; noted that the Decision which implements the Resolution establishes an effective consultative mechanism with the civil society organisations; 

3. Welcomed the formal start of Serbia's accession negotiations and the on-going screening process and encouraged opening the chapters as soon as possible, taking into consideration both technical and political context of relations between Serbia and the EU; 
4. Commended smooth implementation of the EU-Serbia Stabilisation and Association Agreement (SAA); 
5. Welcomed the commitment shown in taking forward the high-level dialogue between Belgrade and Pristina on normalization of relations; noted that the pace of overall negotiations has slowed, but welcomed  moving along some rounds of negotiations at technical level; encouraged both sides to go forward with implementation of the already reached agreements  in order to insure implementation of the Brussels's Agreement; 

6. Appreciated the overall constructive approach of the Serbian Government towards the enhancement of regional cooperation; welcomed the ministerial conference about new economic governance and better connectivity in the region, organised in Belgrade with participation of ministers of foreign affairs from the Western Balkans; 

7. Welcomed the meeting of Prime Ministers of Serbia and Albania in Belgrade; reminded that regional cooperation and good neighbourly relations are of the utmost importance for bringing Western Balkan states closer to the EU; 

8. Called on the EU and Serbia to align their foreign and security policies during the accession negotiation process; observed with concern certain nonalignment of policies concerning Russia's role in the Ukrainian crisis; noted that process of harmonization of policies will strengthen mutual dialogue and cooperation; strongly welcomed and encouraged further contribution of Serbian forces in both civilian and military EU missions;

9. Recalled that freedom of expression is guaranteed by the European Convention on Human Rights and drew attention to the challenges for media freedom in Serbia; welcomed the adoption of three media laws and called for their implementation in order to provide transparency of media funding that will guarantee setting the highest standards of media content and development of pluralism;

10. Recalled the importance of guaranteeing fundamental rights and freedoms  and a special role in this regard of the National Assembly and of the Government in cooperation with civil society organisations and encouraged the Government to facilitate further favorable political and legal environment in this regard; 
11. Welcomed recently held elections of Members of national Councils of National Minorities with the participation of the representatives of 20 national minorities; recalled the right of each minority to decide upon the establishment of a Council and a language used in that Council; recalled the importance of guaranteeing European values, highlighting the assurance of the rights of national minorities and called for further implementation of the existing legal framework in this regard, in particular in education, in access to the media, in proportional representation in public administration and in right to use minority languages;

12. Looked forward to Serbia's Chairmanship-in-Office (CiO) of the OSCE in 2015, when the Organisation celebrates 40 years of adoption of the Helsinki Final Act; welcomed the priorities set up by Serbia and Switzerland for the CiO; 

13. Welcomed the organisation of Belgrade Pride on 28 September 2014 which made a substantial step towards the effective exercise of human rights in Serbia; welcomed the adoption of the Action Plan on Anti-discrimination and called for its implementation; 

14. Commended adoption and implementation of the policy of providing the Roma population with personal documentation, which facilitates their access to services; welcomed concrete Government measures taken despite difficult economic situation enabling inclusion of Roma (housing projects, education, health care etc.);
15. Welcomed the Government's efforts in the fight against corruption, and strongly called for full implementation of the Strategy and the Action Plan in order to achieve goals set out in the documents; noted the significance of adopting of comprehensive whistle-blower protection mechanism and called for its fast implementation; 

16. Welcomed the Government's comprehensive measures aimed at fiscal consolidation; noted that number of employees in public sector in Serbia is high compared to private sector due to insufficient reforms in public and state-owned companies; called for adoption of the Law on Construction and Planning which will  improve the business environment, together with recently adopted laws on labour, bankruptcy and privatisation;  called for continuous efforts in implementation of the planned structural reforms in this area, strengthening the legal system, tackling head-on the restructuring and privatisation of big state-owned companies has been created;
17. Welcomed the commitment shown by the new Government to the European integration process and to tackle head-on the systemic and socio-economic reforms; underlined that thorough implementation of reforms and legislation remains a key indicator of a successful integration process and the implementation of the SAA between Republic of Serbia and European Union.
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